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it be done this time? Well, I don’t
think so. I think we can get halfway
there, I think we can get three-quar-
ters of the way.” Or he’ll say, ‘“That’s
not a bad idea and I do want to help
you with that.”” And he made a com-
mitment with me on trying to make
sure our national passenger rail system
keeps on functioning. He reaffirmed his
commitment to help find a way to get
that done.

So I want to say, relatively, as we
say around here—looking around here,
looking at my white hair, I can say it
comfortably—the new kid on the block,
the majority leader, has done a good
job. It’s particularly evident when we
look at the accomplishment of this
piece of legislation, the one we are
about to pass. And he is right; it’s
going to pass overwhelmingly. We want
to have as many people on both sides
say yes as we can, to indicate to the
American people that we believe in this
assignment that we took on.

So, I thank the majority leader for
his skill, his patience, and his persist-
ence. I think he helped calm the waters
a little bit. Because I don’t remember,
throughout the 7 or 8 months of discus-
sion, often late at night, often without
lunch, munchies, or otherwise, that the
patience—the tempers never really got
real hot. Am I right? Pete, once in a
while, you know, would stamp on the
floor or something like that, but he
would come right back, bouncing up.
We pushed our way through.

So I thank everybody involved in the
effort, and I am delighted to be here, to
serve in this place and serve at a time
like this when we have accomplished
something.

Mr. DOMENICI. Would the Senator
yield for a minute?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Yes.

Mr. DOMENICI. You know that little
hideaway, the Domenici hideaway with
that great view? I think when we are
finished, we are going to put a plaque
in there; right? It’s not mine anymore.
But it’s going to say, ‘“In this little
room this budget agreement was
hatched and completed.”

Mr. LAUTENBERG. May I add a word
of poetry?

We stood and looked away,

Hoping for some accomplishment at the
end of this day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired. The question is on the con-
ference report.

Mr. DOMENICI. We don’t have the
yeas and nays yet. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on the conference report.
The yeas and nays have been ordered.
The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

The result was announced, yeas 85,
nays 15, as follows:
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YEAS—85

Abraham Feingold Mack
Akaka Feinstein McCain
Baucus Frist McConnell
Bennett Glenn Mikulski
Biden Gorton Moseley-Braun
gln%aman grahaim Moynihan

on rassley Murkowski
Boxer Gregg Murray
Breaux Hagel Nickles
Brownback Harkin Reed
Bryan Hatch X
Bumpers Hutchinson Reid
Burns Hutchison Robb
Byrd Inouye Roberts
Campbell Jeffords Rockefeller
Chafee Johnson Roth
Cleland Kempthorne Santorum
Cochran Kennedy Sarbanes
Collins Kerrey Shelby
Conrad Kerry Smith (OR)
Coverdell Kohl Snowe
Craig Kyl Specter
D’Amato Landrieu Stevens
Daschle Lautenberg Thomas
DeWine Leahy Thurmond
Dodd Levin Torricelli
Domenici Lieberman Warner
Dorgan Lott Wyden
Durbin Lugar

NAYS—15

Allard Ford Inhofe
Ashcroft Gramm Sessions
Coats Grams Smith (NH)
Enzi Helms Thompson
Faircloth Hollings Wellstone

The conference report was agreed to.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I move to recon-
sider the vote.

Mr. COATS. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. BUMPERS addressed the Chair.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Arkansas is recognized.

————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—CONFERENCE REPORT TO
ACCOMPANY H.R. 2014

Mr. BUMPERS. Mr. President, this is
a unanimous consent agreement that I
have cleared with the minority leader.

I ask unanimous consent that the
time controlled by the Democratic
leader with respect to H.R. 2014, the
revenue reconciliation conference re-
port, that 90 minutes be under my con-
trol or my designee’s.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there ob-
jection? Hearing none, without objec-
tion, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT addressed the Chair.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The majority
leader is recognized.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, we are glad
to have you in this Chamber today.

———

TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT OF 1997—
CONFERENCE REPORT

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
turn to consideration of the tax fair-
ness conference report regardless of re-
ceipt of the papers from the House.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Without ob-
jection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the

July 31, 1997

amendment of the Senate to the bill H.R.
2014, to provide for reconciliation pursuant
to subsections (b)(2) and (d) of section 105 of
the concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 1998, having met, after full and
free conference, have agreed to recommend
and do recommend to their respective Houses
this report, signed by a majority of the con-
ferees.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
conference report.

(The conference report is printed in
the House proceedings of the RECORD of
July 30, 1997.)

Mr. NICKLES addressed the Chair.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator
from Oklahoma.

———

OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL
MEMORIAL ACT OF 1997

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 134, Senate bill 871.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The clerk
will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 871) to establish the Oklahoma
City National Memorial as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System; to designate the OKkla-
homa City Memorial Trust, and for other
purposes.

The Senate proceeded to consider the
bill.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, today,
the Senate is considering S. 871, the
Oklahoma City National Memorial Act
of 1997. This important legislation will
establish the Oklahoma City National
Memorial as a unit of the National
Park Service and create the Oklahoma
City Memorial Trust. The memorial
will commemorate the national trag-
edy ingrained in all of our minds that
occurred in downtown Oklahoma City
at 9:02 a.m. on April 19, 1995, in which
168 Americans lost their lives and
countless thousands more lost family
members and friends.

The Oklahoma City National Memo-
rial will serve as a monument to those
whose lives were taken and others who
will bear the physical and mental scars
for the rest of their days. The memo-
rial will stand as a symbol to the hope,
generosity, and courage shown by
Oklahomans and fellow Americans
across the country following the Okla-
homa City bombing. This will be a
place of remembrance, peace, spiritu-
ality, comfort, and learning.

Under this legislation, the National
Park Service Memorial site will en-
compass the footprint of the Alfred P.
Murrah Federal Building, 5th Street
between Robinson and Harvey, the site
of the Water Resources Building, and
the Journal Record Building. An inter-
national competition was held to deter-
mine the design of the Oklahoma City
National Memorial, and the winning
design was announced on Tuesday,
July 1. I commend the Oklahoma City
Memorial Foundation for an excellent
selection of the winning design.

In addition to designating the memo-
rial site as a unit of the National Park
Service, this bill also establishes a
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